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PROPOSAL NO. 75_

(for Commission use)

2005-06 HONOLULU CHARTER COMMISSION
CHARTER AMENDMENT PROPOSAL FORM

Provide a brief description of the purpose of the proposed charter amendment; include a
description of the problem the proposal would address and how the proposal would
address the problem:

As a housekeeping matter, propose an amendment to Section 11-107 entitled "Ethics
Commission" to include the prohibition against Ethics Commissioners taking an active
part in political management or political campaigns set forth in Hawaii Constitution
Article XIV. The prohibition on the Commissioners applies whether or not it is included
in our Charter, but it is preferable to include a citation in our Charter to the prohibition to
avoid any violation due to lack of knowledge of the Constitutional prohibition.

If applicable, list the charter provision(s) proposed to be deleted or amended:

Section 11-107 is to be amended.

If the proposal is based on a provision or provisions in the charter or law of another
jurisdiction, name the jurisdiction and, if possible, attach a copy of the relevant
provision(s).

N/A

If the proposal is based on any written materials you have, please attach a copy with a
citation to its source.

N/A

Attach the text of the proposed charter amendment in Ramseyer format (see below).
Ramseyer Format:
If proposing an amendment to existing Charter provisions, indicate, by underscoring, any

language being proposed to be added to the Charter and indicate, by bracketing, any
language being proposed to be deleted from the Charter.



nlove
75


If proposing to replace existing Charter provisions in their entirety, clearly indicate the
article(s), chapter(s) and/or section(s) of the Charter proposed to be deleted, and provide
the text of any provisions proposed to replace the deleted material.

If proposing new Charter material only, provide the text of the new provision(s) and, if
possible, indicate where in the Charter the new material should be inserted.

Section 11-107. Ethics Commission --

There shall be within the department of the corporation counsel for administrative
purposes only an ethics commission which shall consist of seven members. The
commission shall be governed by the provisions of Section 13-103 of this charter. In
accordance with the prohibition in Hawaii Constitution Article XIV, the members of the
ethics commission shall be prohibited from taking an active part in political management
or in political campaigns.

The commission may appoint such staff and engage consultants as is necessary to
assist it in the performance of its duties. Such staff and consultants may include attorneys
who may advise the commission independently of the department of the corporation
counsel. All staff positions shall be exempt from the provisions of Chapter 11 of
Article VI of this charter, but such staff positions, except the position of executive
director, shall be included in the position classification plan. The executive director shall
be an attorney qualified to practice law in the State of Hawaii. The salary of the
executive director shall be fixed by ordinance.

The commission is authorized to hold hearings and to conduct investigations
concerning the application of this article of the charter and shall have the powers
provided in Section 13-114 of this charter.

The commission may, on its own initiative, render advisory opinions with respect
to this article of the charter. Advisory opinion shall be rendered pursuant to a written
request of any elected or appointed officer or employee concerned and may be rendered
pursuant to the request of any person. The commission shall publish its advisory
opinions with such deletions as may be necessary to prevent disclosure of the identity of
the persons involved.

The commission shall recommend appropriate disciplinary action against officers
and employees found to have violated the standards of conduct established by this article
of the charter or by ordinance. The appointing authority shall promptly notify the
commission of the action taken on the recommendation.
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